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Mock Trial:  Nontsikelelo (Ntsiki) Margaret Biko nee Mashalaba


Nontsikelelo (“Ntsiki”) Biko née Mashalaba
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In 1970, Ntsiki Mashalaba married Steven Biko, the anti-Apartheid activist who was killed in a Port Elizabeth prison in 1977. Together, Mashalaba and Biko developed the anti-apartheid Black Consciousness Movement in the 1960s.  Given her involvement with the BCM and her knowledge of the way Steve Biko died, Mashalaba would be a clear critic of the TRC’s ability to grant amnesty to police officers admitting to actions similar to those which resulted in the death of her husband. Clear evidence of this is to be found in the 1996 constitutional court case that she and three other applicants brought against the government of the Republic of South Africa. Their lengthy and carefully argued statement essentially claims the formation and functioning of the TRC was unconstitutional in that it directly violated other tenets of the constitution. A close reading of this statement should yield a variety of solid arguments for the plaintiffs; a copy of the statement can be found here: http://www.saflii.org/za/cases/ZACC/1996/16.html   
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